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Stand up and be counted!

Once again the time to elect our Government is upon us. For us members of the Gay community our decision as to whom we wish to run our country should include some thought as to whether they will be willing to extend to us any sort of human courtesy. Having come from celebrating our Pride as many of us who left the island, hopefully we can harness that Pride and Power to affect change on this closet we call our island home. 

It is so unfortunate that we claim ourselves to be progressive and united, with a sense of nationality yet constantly watch other countries leap ahead of us. Canada has recently proved itself to be the most progressive country this side of the Atlantic by granting its gay citizens the right to marry, although we hear that our mother country is looking at that too. Truly shameful in light of this that Bermuda hasn’t even been able to grant protection on the basis of sexual orientation under the Human Rights Act. And all this despite the fact that we have gay brothers and sisters in positions where they could work for change in Government ranging from the lesser departmental jobs through to the highest halls. We all know who they are but unfortunately they do not have any conviction in their own sexuality to step forward and bring us in line with much of the modern world.

One good thing is that the upcoming election puts us in a position of strength in that those who may wish to be either returned to the House or go for the first time will be courting us for our votes. How can we be expected to favour someone who is not willing to grant us the protection we are asking for? All we are to them is a possible winning vote and nothing more, or at least this is the impression we have allowed them to adopt. We know that some of you and even those running may think, “The gay vote in Bermuda is very small as to be insignificant,” well just remember, a seat is one or lost by only ONE vote. But that not withstanding, how much longer are we going to be willing to grant favours to those who think us to be insignificant?

The gay community has rallied around persons who have been discriminated in various bars and clubs in Hamilton to where a boycott has followed, but yet we are unwilling to act on something much more important than being called a ‘fag’ or dyke’ by a bartender. The issue of change to the Human Rights Act involves our lives people and our futures; nothing as slight as name-calling can surpass that. When the person who is running in your area knocks on your door with that plastic smile to canvass your vote and asks what can they do for you, be serious and look them in the eye and reply, “Protect me.” Then explain that you can only give their vote to someone who is willing to grant protection to everyone in Bermuda and upon their response that they will be there for everyone, ask “Including gays and lesbians?” 

The look on their face will give the true answer and not the practised political one as a “Well…” or look of disgust will tell you that they will not look out for you. On the other hand if they say that they will, ask them if it is okay that you spread the word publicly that there is one potential member of the House who will be willing to conduct business on behalf of the Gay Community, if their eyes widen in fear, the answer is same as above. For all we know the parties will run gay or lesbian persons in order to secure the ‘gay vote’ without actually saying it, all the while without the intent of doing anything for us.

And what is it we are asking for, the simple human right to defend ourselves should we think we have been discriminated against on the basis of our sexual orientation. Now many think that because we are the ones asking for it’s inclusion that it is solely to the benefit of gays and lesbians but in actual fact it is for everyone. Just as we are oriented as being gay, others are oriented as being straight and the proposed amendment will allow them to seek reparation should they be discriminated against on the basis of their being straight. This may sound far-fetched but it does happen that someone is denied a home or job because the boss or landlord prefers to have the comfort of only gay persons around.

It’s past time that we hold accountable those who pretend to be our friends or lovers for their political gains. Do not be pleased that someone we know to be gay or lesbian gets elected to office because as has been proven, they often slam their closet doors shut and do nothing for their people. If they perpetrate in that manner then we should cut them off or better yet, stop sleeping with them. When the day or reckoning on the 24th rolls around and you step inside that booth, exercise your right and gay power for those who will do better by us and recognise that we are Bermuda too. Pride equals Power!

Team Rainbow Recorder

__________________________________________________________

NEWS FLASH! - England considers gay marriage plans –


Monday, June 30, 2003 / 05:14 PM http://uk.gay.com
SUMMARY: The British government unveiled on Monday proposals for "civil partnerships," which would allow same-sex couples to have the same rights as married couples. 

The British government unveiled on Monday proposals for "civil partnerships," which would allow same-sex couples to have the same rights as married couples. 

The proposals, outlined in what's known as a white paper, include extending benefits to same-sex couples such as pension and property rights, provided that couples register their commitment in a civil ceremony. 

Other moves allow next-of-kin rights in hospitals, and exemption from inheritance tax on a partner's home. 

The reforms, if enacted by Parliament, would bring England in line with nine other European countries that grant legal recognition to same-sex partnerships: The Netherlands, Denmark, Sweden, Finland, Belgium, Portugal, France, Germany and Spain. 

According to the Guardian newspaper, The Department of Trade and Industry said there is no timetable for Parliament to act on the white paper's proposals. The public has until Sept. 30 to make their views known.

__________________________________________________________

This Month in Gay History –

July 1, 1972

The United Kingdom’s first Gay Pride March draws about 2,000 gay men and lesbians to the center of London.

July 22, 1980

In the United Kingdom, the House or Commons extends the Sexual Offences Act to cover Scotland, decriminalising most private consensual acts between men.

July 28, 1993

New Zealand becomes the seventh country in the World to outlaw discrimination based on sexual orientation.

__________________________________________________________

Queer Quote(s) –

“I don’t fight to live in the Lesbian Community, I fight to live in the whole world.”

Urvashi Vaid – writer, attorney, political analyst, former director NGLTF

---------

“All homosexuals have the potential for being gay. Some just haven’t found that out yet.”

Morris Kight – gay rights activist

---------

“I leave you with the will to fight; the desire to live; the right to anger, to love… to joy, to transform silence into language and action. I leave you a litany for survival.”

Audrey Lourde – poet, teacher, activist

__________________________________________________________

Local Rainbow Scene – [NG - Not Gay, GF - Gay Friendly]
Coffee / Light Meals:

· Rock Island Café [NG/GF] – Reid Street, Hamilton

When? Mon – Sat 7.00a – 6.00p

*Rainbow Recorder copies available here!

Bars / Dance Clubs:

· BlueJuice Bar [NG/GF] – Bermuda House Lane, Hamilton

When? Wed > Sat 5.00p – 3.00a
· Caseys Lounge [NG/GF] – Queen Street, Hamilton

When? Wed, Fri & Sat 5.00p – 10.00p

· Ozone [NG] – Emporium Bldg., Front Street, Hamilton

When? Wed, Fri & Sat 9.00p – 3.00a
Magazines:

· Washington Mall Magazines – Washington Mall, Hamilton

[Advocate, Out, Genre, XY, Curve, Our World, Gay Times, Attitude, Passport, Empire, Undergear, International Male]

Intimate Supplies:

· RayJuans – Church Street, Hamilton [Joell’s Alley]

Tel: (441) 295-0443 - For condoms, lube, sex apparel/toys, etc.

Travel:

· C Travel – 27 Queen Street, Hamilton 

Tel. (441) 292-3033 - Web Site: www.ctravel.bm 

Agent: Floyd Smart – Email: floyds@ctravel.bm 

· Global Travel – 31 Middle Road, Smith’s Parish [Flatts]

Tel. (441) 296-7900 – Web Site: www.globaltravelbda.com
Local RSVP & Olivia Cruise/Tours Agent

· Meyer-Franklin Travel – 35 Church Street, Hamilton

Tel: (441) 278-0937 / 295-4176 – Web Site: www.meyer.bm
Agent: Heidi Amos – Email: heidia@meyer.bm
__________________________________________________________

World of the Gay Web –

Gay & Lesbian Resources:

www.gaybermuda.com, www.gay.com, www.lesbian.org, www.gaywired.com, www.planetout.com, www.lesbianation.com 

Gay Youth Resources:

www.outproud.org , www.mogenic.com, www.oasismag.com www.youthresource.com 

Bisexual Resources:

www.bitheway.org, www.biplanet.com 

Transgender Resources:

www.transgender.org, www.lolainc.com 

HIV/AIDS & Health Resources:

www.avsf.bm, www.gayhealth.com, www.safersex.org
www.alternativesinc.com
__________________________________________________________

Local Assistance & Activism –

AVSF - Allan Vincent Smith Foundation [HIV/AIDS]

Local resource for HIV/AIDS information. 

2 Bermuda House Lane, Hamilton HM 12, Bermuda

Phone: (441) 295-6882 / (441) 295-0002 [Helpline]

Web Site: www.avsf.bm
*Rainbow Recorder posted and available on their Web Site!

Ask Andrea Anything

Bermuda’s online advice column on sex, relationships, health.

Web Site: www.avsf.bm
Gay Men’s Support Group

A Gay Men’s discussion group intent on creating a Community. Contact for information on venue & times.

Phone: (441) 295-0022 – Email: gmsg@northrock.bm
Michael Hutley – Psychotherapy / Reiki / Art Therapy

Counselling Individuals, Couples, Adult Children of alcoholics as well as Sexual Orientation issues.

Tel: (441) 232-4484 – Email: mhutley@northrock.bm
Bermuda Rainbow Alliance

Working to improve the lives of Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender Bermudians. Contact for information or to assist.

P.O. Box HM 2470, Hamilton HM GX, Bermuda

Email: bermudarainbowalliance@hotmail.com
Piano Lessons are Fun!

Adult beginners encouraged. Contact Peter Carpenter FLCM

Tel: (441) 295-2275 – Email: petercarp@northrock.bm
__________________________________________________________

To Receive Email Copy / Contact Us / Submissions –

Team Rainbow Recorder - c/o Bermuda Rainbow Alliance

P.O. Box HM 2470, Hamilton HM GX, Bermuda

Email: bermudarainbowalliance@hotmail.com
Please Pass It On To Your Friends!

